
Statement by the co-chairs of the  

Big Ideas for Women and Girls Coalition on the announcement of the 

formation of a White House Gender Policy Council 
 
As co-chairs of the Big Ideas for Women and Girls Coalition, we applaud today’s action by President-elect 

Biden to announce the formation of the new White House Gender Policy Council, consistent with our 

recommendations in The First 100 Days for Gender Equality. The announcement on the eve of the 

inauguration sends a strong signal about the importance of gender equality to the President-elect and Vice 

President-elect, and creates an opportunity for this lens to impact the Administration’s policies from day 

one.  

 

We are especially pleased to see the selection of highly qualified co-chairs, Jennifer Klein and Julissa 

Reynoso.  

 

We appreciate that the White House Gender Policy Council will guide and coordinate government policy 

that impacts women and girls across a wide range of both foreign policy and domestic issues, in 

partnership with the Domestic Policy Council, National Economic Council, and National Security Council. 

 

The Big Ideas Coalition calls on the Administration to take a number of additional steps in the 

near-term so the Council can deliver on its promise: 

 

 Issue an Executive Order (EO) that establishes The White House Gender Policy Council with 
membership comprised of Secretaries of all Executive Branch agencies. In addition to mandating 
coordination to drive gender equality across government agencies, the EO should task the council 
with developing a new Interagency Gender Equality and Social Inclusion Policy.  
 

 This new Policy must be integrated into the President’s Budget Request to ensure adequate 
resourcing and political attention, and include a special emphasis on the collection, analysis, and 
use of gender data to drive policymaking across the government.  The Policy must establish the 
human rights imperative and evidence-based rationale for gender equality, as well as clear standards 
for each agency on how it will integrate the promotion of gender equality across all its efforts. This 
includes articulating budgetary requirements, staffing capacities, and interagency standards on the 
use of gender analysis needed to ensure each agency’s gender structures are best suited to 
maximize efficiency and impact.  

 

 

The Big Ideas for Women and Girls Coalition and its members look forward to working with the Council 

co-chairs to strengthen U.S. leadership on gender equality globally.  

 

 

For more information, please contact the Big Ideas for Women and Girls Coalition Co-Chairs:  
 
Nora O’Connell      Justin Fugle         Leslie Archambeault  
Save the Children      Plan International USA       Save the Children 
noconnell@savechildren.org     justin.fugle@planusa.org        larchambeault@savechildren.org  

 

https://bigideascoalition.org/
https://bigideascoalition.org/?p=51
mailto:noconnell@savechildren.org
mailto:justin.fugle@planusa.org
mailto:larchambeault@savechildren.org

